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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF CULTURE 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS AUTHORITY 

 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 20 E of the Ancient Monuments 

and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, as amended, read with Rule (22) of 

the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Framing of Heritage 

Bye- laws and Other Functions of the Competent Authority) Rule, 2011, the following 

draft Heritage Bye-laws for the Protected Monument ‘Shahjahan Baoli’, Meham, 

Rohtak district, Haryana, prepared by Competent Authority  in consultation with  

Indian National Trust for Art and  Cultural Heritage INTACH, as required by sub-rule 

(2) of Rule 18 of the National Monuments Authority (Conditions of Service of 

Chairman and Members of Authority and Conduct of Business) Rules, 2011, for 

inviting objections or suggestions from the public; 

The objections/suggestions, received before the specified date have duly been 

considered by the National Monuments Authority in consultation with the Competent 

Authority.  

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (5) of the 

Section 20 E of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 

1958, as amended, the National Monuments Authority, hereby makes the following 

bye-laws, namely:-  

‘Shahjahan Baoli’, Meham, Rohtak district, Haryana  

 

CHAPTER I 

Preliminary 

1.1 Short title, extent and commencements:- 

(i) These bye-laws may be called the National Monument Authority Heritage bye-

laws, 2024 of Protected Monument - ‘Shahjahan Baoli’, Meham, Rohtak 

district, Haryana. 

(ii) They shall extend to the entire Prohibited Area and Regulated Area of the 

Monuments. 

(iii)  The provisions of these bye-laws shall have effect notwithstanding anything 

inconsistent therewith contained in any other bye-laws, whether made before or 

after the commencement of these bye-laws, or in any instrument having effect by 

virtue of any bye-laws.  It shall not be obligatory to carry out amendments in 

these bye-laws to make them consistent with any other bye-laws. 

(iv)  They shall come into force with effect from the date of their publication. 
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1.2 Definitions:  

1. In these bye-laws, unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions as given 

in the Act or the rules made thereunder have been reproduced hereunder for the 

sake of convenience:- 

(a) “Ancient Monument” means any structure, erection or monument, or any 

tumulus or place or interment, or any cave, rock sculpture, inscription or 

monolith, which is of historical, archaeological or artistic interest and which 

has been in existence for not less than one hundred years, and includes:- 

(i) the remains of an Ancient Monument, 

(ii) the site of an Ancient Monument, 

(iii) such portion of land adjoining the site of an Ancient Monument as may 

be required for fencing or covering in or otherwise preserving such 

Monument, and 

(iv) the means of access to, and convenient inspection of an Ancient 

Monument; 

 

(b) “archaeological site and remains” means any area which contains or is 

reasonably believed to contain ruins or relics of historical or archaeological 

importance which have been in existence for not less than one hundred years, 

and includes: 

(i) such portion of land adjoining the area as may be required for fencing or 

covering in or otherwise preserving it, and 

(ii) the means of access to, and convenient inspection of the area; 

(c) “Act” means the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 

Act, 1958 (24 of 1958), as amended; 

(d) “archaeological officer” means an officer of the Department of Archaeology of 

the Government of India not lower in rank than Assistant Superintendent of 

Archaeology; 

(e) “Authority” means the National Monuments Authority constituted under 

Section 20 F of the Act; 

(f) “competent authority” means an officer not below the rank of Director of 

archaeology or Commissioner of archaeology of the Central or State 

Government or equivalent rank, specified, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, as the competent authority by the Central Government to perform 

functions under this Act:  

Provided that the Central Government may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, specify different competent authorities for the purpose of section 20C, 

20D and 20E; 
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(g) “construction” means any erection of a structure or a building, including any 

addition or extension thereto either vertically or horizontally, but does not 

include any re-construction, repair and renovation of an existing structure or 

building, or, construction, maintenance and cleansing of drains and drainage 

works and of public latrines, urinals and similar conveniences, or the 

construction and maintenance of works meant for providing supply of water for 

public, or, the construction or maintenance, extension, management for supply 

and distribution of electricity to the public or provision for similar facilities for 

public; 

(h) “Floor Area Ratio (FAR)” means the quotient obtained by dividing the total 

covered area (plinth area) on all floors by the area of the plot;  

FAR = Total covered area of all floors divided by plot area; 

(i) “Government” means the Government of India; 

(j) “maintain”, with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, includes 

the fencing, covering in, repairing, restoring and cleansing of a Protected 

Monument, and the doing of any act which may be necessary for the purpose 

of preserving a Protected Monument or of securing convenient access thereto; 

(k) “owner” includes- 
 

(i) a joint owner invested with powers of management on behalf of himself and 

other joint owners and the successor-in-title of any such owner; and 

(ii) any manager or trustee exercising powers of management and the 

successor-in-office of any such manager or trustee; 

(l) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act; 

(m) “Prohibited Area” means any area specified or declared to be a Prohibited Area 

under section 20A;  

(n) “Protected Area” means any archaeological site and remains which is declared 

to be of national importance by or under this Act; 

(o) “Protected Monument” means any Ancient Monument which is declared to be 

of national importance by or under this Act; 

(p) “Regulated Area” means any area specified or declared to be a Regulated Area 

under section 20B of this Act;   

(q) “re-construction” means any erection of a structure or building to its pre-

existing structure, having the same horizontal and vertical limits; 

(r) “repair and renovation” means alterations to a pre-existing structure or 

building, but shall not include construction or re-construction; 
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2. The words and expressions used herein and not defined shall have the same 

meaning as assigned in the Act or the rules made thereunder. 
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CHAPTER II 
 

Background of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 

(AMASR) Act, 1958, as amended 

 

2.1 Background of the Act:  

The Heritage Bye-Laws are intended to guide physical, social and economic 

interventions within 300m in all directions of the Protected Monuments. The three 

hundred meters area has been divided into two parts (i) the Prohibited Area, the area 

beginning at the limit of the Protected Area or the Protected Monument and extending 

to a distance of one hundred meters in all directions and (ii) the Regulated Area, the 

area beginning at the limit of the Prohibited Area and extending to a distance of two 

hundred meters in all directions. 

As per the provisions of the Act, no person shall undertake any construction or mining 

operation in the Protected Area and Prohibited Area while permission for repair and 

renovation of any building or structure, which existed in the Prohibited Area before 16 

June, 1992, or which had been subsequently constructed with the approval of DG, ASI 

and; permission for construction, re-construction, repair or renovation of any building 

or structure in the Regulated Area, must be sought from the Competent Authority. 

2.2 Provision of the Act related to Heritage Bye-laws:  

Section 20E of AMASR Act, 1958, as amended, and Rule 22 of Ancient Monument 

and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Framing of Heritage Bye-Laws and other 

functions of the Competent Authority) Rules, 2011, specifies framing of Heritage Bye-

Laws for Protected Monuments. The Rule provides parameters for the preparation of 

Heritage Bye-Laws.  Rule 18 of National Monuments Authority (Conditions of Service 

of Chairman and Members of Authority and Conduct of Business) Rules, 2011, 

specifies the process of approval of Heritage Bye-laws by the Authority. 

2.3 Rights and Responsibilities of the Applicant:  

Section 20C of AMASR Act, 1958, as amended, specifies details of application for 

repair and renovation in the Prohibited Area, or construction or re-construction or 

repair or renovation in the Regulated Area as described below: 

a) Any person, who owns any building or structure, which existed in a Prohibited Area 

before 16th June, 1992, or, which had been subsequently constructed with the 

approval of the Director-General and desires to carry out any repair or renovation 

of such building or structure, may make an application to the Competent Authority 

for carrying out such repair and renovation as the case may be. 

b) Any person, who owns or possesses any building or structure or land in any 

Regulated Area, and desires to carry out any construction or re-construction or 

repair or renovation of such building or structure on such land, as the case may be, 

may make an application to the Competent Authority for carrying out construction 

or re-construction or repair or renovation as the case may be. 



[7] 
 

c) It is the responsibility of the applicant to submit all relevant information and abide 

by the National Monuments Authority (Conditions of Service of Chairman and 

Members of the Authority and Conduct of Business) Rules, 2011. 
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CHAPTER III 
 

Location and Setting of Protected Monument - ‘Shahjahan Baoli’, Meham, Rohtak 

district, Haryana 

 

3.1 Location and Setting of the Monument: 
 

The Monument (28°57'36.14"N, 76°17'50.18"E) is located in Kishangarh village 

which lies outside the Municipal Boundary of Meham on the southern side. Being the 

headquarters of Meham Tehsil, the town is well connected via state highways and 

primary roads to the nearby major towns and district centers in all directions, like 

Rohtak in the east, Bhiwani in the southwest, Hisar in the northwest and Jind in the 

north.  

The nearest Airport to the Monument is Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi 

(approximately 110 km towards southeast). Rohtak Junction Railway Station 

(approximately 30 km towards east) is the nearest railway station. Meham is connected 

to the other parts of the state through National Highway 9 (Hisar-Delhi Road), State 

Highway 16 A (Bhiwani – Gohana Road), and Meham-Beri Road. Rohtak 

(approximately 30 km towards east), Bhiwani (approximately 26 km towards 

southwest), Hisar (approximately 70 km towards east), and Jind (approximately 55 km 

towards north) are the nearest major cities which are well connected to Meham. 

The monument is accessed by a street from the Bhiwani-Meham-Gohana Road (State 

Highway 16A). It is surrounded by agricultural fields on the northern and western sides, 

and the settlement of Kishangarh village on the southern and western sides. The tomb 

of Saidu Kalal who built the baoli under the patronage of Shah Jahan, is located within 

the Prohibited Boundary of the Monument on the southeastern side. Another Mughal-

period tomb is also located nearby, in the Regulated Area (refer Figure 1).  
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Figure 1: Map showing the location and context of the Protected Monument  



[10] 
 

3.2 Protected Boundary of the Monument: 
  

The Protected Boundary of the Protected Monument can be seen in the Annexure I. 

 

3.2.1 Notification Map/ Plan as per ASI records: 
 

Notification of the Protected Monument can be seen Annexure II. 
 

 

3.3 History of the Monument: 

According to an inscription on the wall of the Baoli, it was built by Saidu Kalal, a 

chobdar or mace-bearer to Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan, in 1069 A.H./1658-59 CE. 

This Baoli is one of the finest and best preserved baolis in Punjab and Haryana. It is a 

magnificent structure, so much so that General Mundy has appraised it as “a monument 

of public utility worthy of the munificence of a Roman Emperor.” 
 

 

3.4 Description of Monument (architectural features, elements, materials, etc.): 

This brick and kankar block structure has one hundred one steps in three in three stages. 

The first stage is reached by traversing a flight of 16 steps. From here an equal number 

of steps lead to the second stage. Hence a flight of 27 steps leads down to an arched 

gateway, with rectangular recesses in its sides. Four steps more and one reaches the 

third stage. Henceforward, all have been submerged. All the previous levels are 

rectangular in shape, whereas the last one is a 6.7 m. square. Adjoining it is the round 

shaft of the well, forming the south end of the structure. Close to the well are said to 

have been suits of rooms. It is with these rooms that one can realize the great 

achievement of the Mughals, which was to transform the furnace heat of India into a 

cool paradise.1 (See images 05 to 08 in Annexure VI) 

There is an octagonal shaft before the circular well. There is a raised platform with a 

tank on either side of the circular well in eastern and western directions. There is an 

inscription engraved in white marble studded on the southern wall of the octagonal 

shaft. 

  

3.5 Current Status: 
 

3.5.1 Condition of the Monument- condition assessment: 
 

The maintenance and preservation of the Protected Monument and its Protected 

Areas is the exclusive domain of ASl. The photographs depicting the present 

condition of the Protected Monuments are appended in Annexure VI. (See images 18 

to 26 in Annexure VI). 
 

 

3.5.2 Daily footfalls and occasional gathering numbers: 
 

  On average, 30-40 locals visit the monument daily 

 

 
1 Mughal Monuments in the Punjab and Haryana, Subhash Parihar, Inter-India 

Publication New Delhi, 1984 
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CHAPTER IV 

 

Existing zoning, if any, in the local area development plans 

 

4.1 Existing zoning: 
 

The Monument falls under Kishangarh Gram Panchayat. No specific zoning has been 

done for the area around the Monument. 

 

4.2 Existing Guidelines of the local bodies: 

Development related guidelines of the local bodies are not available for the area around 

the Monument. Guidelines for the land uses falling within the Prohibited and Regulated 

Areas of the Monument, can be referred from Chapter 6, section 6.13 of this Heritage 

Bye-laws. 
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CHAPTER V 

 

Information as per First Schedule, Rule 21(1)/ total station survey of the Prohibited 

Area and the Regulated Area on the basis of boundaries defined in Archaeological 

Survey of India records. 

 

5.1 Survey Plan of Monument: 
 

Survey Plan may be seen in Annexure-I. 

 

5.2 Analysis of surveyed data: 

 

5.2.1  Prohibited Area/Regulated Area in sqm and their salient features: 

 

Protected Area: 3516.72 sqm or 0.869 acres approximately 

Prohibited Area: 60998.27 sqm or 15.073 acres approximately 

Regulated Area: 309370.033 sqm or 76.447 acres approximately 
 

The Protected Monument is located in the northern part of Kishangarh village, 

south of Meham town. It is surrounded by agricultural fields on the northern and 

eastern sides, and residential, commercial and mixed-use buildings on the western 

and southern sides (see Annexure I).  

 

5.2.2 Description of built-up area: 
 

Prohibited Area: 

North: Two recently-built godowns are present close to the northern boundary of the 

Protected Monument (see image 17 in Annexure VI). 

East: Tomb of Saidu Kalal is present near the Prohibited boundary on the southeast 

side and a residence on the eastern side (see image 38 in Annexure VI). 

South: Few residences and ancillary structures like stables, stores, etc. are present in 

this direction. 

West: Residences are present in this direction. 
  

Regulated Area: 

North: Residences, godowns, furniture factories and shops selling construction 

materials, equipments, fittings and fixtures are present in north direction, beyond the 

agricultural fields (see image 15 in Annexure VI). On the northwestern side, along the 

Bhiwani road, mixed use residences, Maharaja Agrasen Public School, General Civic 

Hospital and pharmacy shops are present (see images 29 to 41 in Annexure VI). 

East: A small tomb, Kathmandi including furniture factories, Jangid Brahmin 

Dharamshala and S.D. High School, grocery shops, and residences are present in this 

direction (see images 29 to 41 in Annexure VI). 
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South: Government High School (Kishangarh), a Hanuman temple, residences, 

mixed-use buildings, shops, godowns, and an old well along with a small sarai are 

present (see images 29 to 41 in Annexure VI). 

West: Government School (Meham), shops and residences are present in this 

direction (see images 29 to 41 in Annexure VI). 

 
 

5.2.3   Description of green/open spaces: 
 

Prohibited Area: 

North: Agricultural fields are present in this direction 

East: Agricultural fields and private open spaces are present in this direction. 

South: Large private open spaces and vacant plots are present in this direction. 

West: A few vacant plots are present in this direction. 

  

Regulated Area: 

North: Agricultural fields along with a large private open space are present in this 

direction. 

East: Agricultural fields and a large open space (on the eastern side of Kathmandi 

road) is present in this direction. 

South: Few private open spaces and vacant plots are present in this direction. 

West: Playground and other open spaces within the premises of Government School 

(Meham) and a few private open spaces are present in this direction. 

 
 

5.2.4 Area covered under circulation- roads, footpaths etc: 

 

Bhiwan-Gohana Road (SH 16A) passes through the Regulated Area on the western 

side while the Meham-Beri Road passes through the Regulated Area on the southern 

side. A portion of the Kathmandi Road falls within the Regulated Area on the 

northeastern side. Other circulation spaces include streets (both kaccha and pakka) 

in residential and commercial areas. 
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5.2.5 Existing heights of buildings:  

 

Prohibited Area:  
 

North: Only two godowns are present in this direction with predominant height 

being approximately 6m. 

East: The height of buildings/structures ranges from 3m to 6m. The predominant 

height in this direction being 3m. 

South: The height of buildings/structures ranges from 3m to 9m. The predominant 

height in this direction being 6m. 

West: The height of buildings/structures ranges from 3m to 9m. The predominant 

height in this direction being 3m. 
 

Regulated Area:  
 

North: The height of buildings/structures ranges from 3m to 9m. The predominant 

height in this direction being 6m. 

East: The height of buildings/structures ranges from 3m to 9m. The predominant 

height in this direction being 6m. 

South: The height of buildings/structures ranges from 3m to 9m. The predominant 

height in this direction being 6m. 

West: The height of buildings/structures ranges from 3m to 9m. The predominant 

height in this direction being 6m. 
 

 

5.2.6 State Protected Monument(s) and listed Heritage Buildings by local 

Authorities, if available, within the Prohibited Area/Regulated Area: 
 

There are no State Protected Monuments in the Prohibited Area and Regulated Area 

of the Monument. However, Tomb of Saidu Kalal (see image 38 in Annexure VI) 

is present within the Prohibited Area on the eastern side and another small tomb 

(see image 39 in Annexure VI) is present within the Regulated Area on the same 

side. Tomb of Saidu Kalal is a 17th century tomb built in the memory of Saidu Kalal, 

a chobdar of Mughal Emperor Shahjahan who built the Protected Monument, 

Shahjahan ki Baoli. The small tomb also seems to have been constructed in the Late 

Mughal period but nothing is known about its construction or patronage. An old 

well and sarai, probably belonging to the late 19th or 20th century is located at the 

intersection of Bhiwani-Gohana Road (SH 16A) and Meham-Beri Road, in the 

southwestern part of the Regulated Area.  
 

 

5.2.7 Public amenities: 

 

Only a single toilet and few benches are present on site. 

 

5.2.8 Access to Monument: 
 

Access to the monument is through a paved street from the Bhiwani-Gohana Road 

(SH 16A). The street is motorable with negligible traffic movement at present. 
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5.2.9 Infrastructure services (water supply, storm water drainage, sewage, solid   

waste management, parking etc.): 

 

Electrical supply and an informal parking space near the entrance are the only 

available infrastructure services on site.  
 

 

5.2.10 Proposed zoning of the area as per guidelines of the Local Bodies: 

 

The Monument falls under Kishangarh Gram Panchayat. In the Draft Development 

Plan for the controlled area Meham (No. CCP(NCR) DDP/RTK(MHM)/2006/2915, 

published on 18th September 2006 in Haryana Government Gazette (Extraordinary)), 

the area surrounding the Protected Monument is proposed to be retained as an open 

space. Beyond it, the area on the northeast and east sides, is proposed to be used for 

commercial use while the rest of the area is designated for residential use. The Draft 

Development Plan may be seen in Annexure III of these heritage bye-laws.  
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CHAPTER VI 
 

Architectural, Historical and Archaeological value of the Monument 

 

6.1 Architectural, Historical and Archaeological value of the Monument: 

 

Architectural Value: Shahjahan ki Baoli is a notable example of Mughal water 

architecture, distinguished by its use of Lakhori bricks and elegant pointed arches. 

The baoli features a linear design with a series of one hundred one steps divided 

into three flights, leading to an octagonal chamber. This chamber connects to a 

circular well behind it, showcasing sophisticated engineering that reflects the 

aesthetic and functional principles of Mughal architecture. 

 

Historical Value: Constructed in 1658-59 CE by Saidu Kalal, a macebearer to 

Emperor Shah Jahan, Shahjahan ki Baoli served as a crucial water source in the arid 

region of Haryana. Its creation during the Mughal period underscores the 

importance of water conservation and management in historical urban planning. 

The baoli not only highlights the architectural tastes of the era but also reflects the 

socio-economic conditions and technological advancements of the 17th century. 

 

Archaeological Value: As a well-preserved example of 17th-century Mughal 

engineering, Shahjahan ki Baoli offers significant insights into the construction 

techniques and materials used during that period. The structure's use of Lakhori 

bricks and its intricate design provide valuable data for researchers studying Mughal 

construction practices. Additionally, the baoli's role in water management and its 

integration with the surrounding landscape offer important clues about the 

environmental and functional aspects of historical waterworks. 

 
 

6.2 Sensitivity of the Monument (e.g. developmental pressure, urbanization, 

population pressure etc.): 
 

The construction of godowns and other commercial entities along the access road 

pose a threat to the easy access of the Monument. Loading and unloading of the 

trucks may obstruct the access to the Monument. The agricultural fields on the 

northern and eastern sides of the Monument may be developed into 

residential/commercial areas in future which will alter the present setting of the 

monument. 
 

 

6.3 Visibility from the Protected Monument or Area and visibility from Regulated 

Area: 

 

Agricultural fields against the backdrop of commercial and residential buildings 

(see image 15 in Annexure VI) are visible from the Monument in the northern 

direction while Tomb of Saidu Kalal is visible on the southeastern side (see image 

13 in Annexure VI). The newly constructed godowns near the Monument are visible 

on the northwestern side (see image 17 in Annexure VI) while residences of 

Kishangarh village are visible on the southern and western sides (see image 14 in 

Annexure VI). 
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Being a subterranean structure, the Monument is not visible from most of the 

Prohibited Area and Regulated Area except for a few locations (see images 27 and 

28 in Annexure VI). 

 
 

6.4 Land-use to be identified: 
 

Many residences and mixed-use buildings have recently been constructed in close 

vicinity of the monument on the southern and western sides. Northeastern part of 

the Regulated Area is used for commercial activities. 
 

 

6.5 Archaeological heritage remains other than Protected Monument: 

 

There are no known archaeological heritage remains found till date in the Regulated 

or Prohibited Area other than the Protected Monument. However, the site may have 

archaeological remains buried in the layers of earth which may be subject to further 

research and excavations. Hence, any construction in the surrounding area should 

be carried out with the utmost care and supervision of the Archaeological Survey 

of India. 
 

 

6.6 Cultural landscapes: 
 

At present, there is no cultural landscape associated with the Monument. 

 
 

6.7 Significant natural landscapes that form part of cultural landscape and also 

help in protecting Monuments from environmental pollution: 

 

The agricultural fields on the northern and eastern sides of the Monument act as 

buffer between the Monument and the commercial area (see image 15 in Annexure 

VI). Trees planted along the northern boundary of the Monument provide relief 

from the scorching sun and act as a visual barrier. Open spaces on the southern side 

of the Monument also act as a buffer between the Monument and the Abadi area of 

the Kishangarh village. 

 

6.8 Usage of open space and constructions: 
 

Open Spaces: 
 

Private open spaces are used for storing husk, wood, cow dung cakes and other 

household items. These are also used for parking and making temporary shelters for 

the cattle. The agricultural fields are used for growing crops like paddy and maize. 
 

 

Constructions: 

 

Most of the buildings in the southern half of the Regulated Area are used for 

residential purpose except for the ones located along the major roads which are used 

for both commercial and residential purposes. On the northern side, most of the 

buildings are used for commercial purposes such as shops, godowns and factories.  
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6.9 Traditional, historical and cultural activities: 

 

No traditional, historical or cultural activities are associated with the Monument at 

present. 

 
 

6.10 Skyline as visible from the Monument and from Regulated Area: 

 

Skyline is dominated by buildings and trees in all directions when seen from the 

Monument except for the southeastern side where Tomb of Saidu Kalal dominates 

the skyline. 

 

Being a subterranean structure, the Monument does not form part of the skyline. 
 

 

6.11 Traditional Architecture: 

 

Traditional architecture is not seen in the Prohibited Area and Regulated Area of 

the Monument except for the two tombs which are built in Late Mughal style with 

features like pointed arches, niches, and domes. 
 

 

6.12 Developmental plan, as available, by the local authorities: 
 

The Monument falls under Kishangarh Gram Panchayat. The Draft Development 

Plan for the controlled area Meham (No. CCP(NCR) DDP/RTK(MHM)/2006/2915) 

was published in on 18th September 2006 in Haryana Government Gazette 

(Extraordinary). The Draft Development Plan may be seen in Annexure III of these 

heritage bye-laws. 

 
 

6.13 Permissible Building related parameters: 

 

6.13.1 Repair and Renovation (in Prohibited and Regulated Area): 

 

Internal changes and adaptive reuse may be generally permitted. However, external 

changes shall be subject to detailed scrutiny by the Competent Authority. Such 

changes which include retrofitting/renovation may be permitted when the building 

is structurally weak or unsafe or when it has been adversely impacted by any natural 

calamity and renovation is absolutely necessary. Original building vocabulary and 

layout along with built-open relationships are to be adhered to. General repair and 

upkeep of buildings will be permissible, subject to prior permission from the 

Competent Authority. 

 

The repair and renovation in building/structures should be sympathetic and 

congruous with the heritage character of the Protected Monument and its 

surrounding areas. New cladding materials like Aluminum Composite Panels 

(ACP), High Pressure Laminates (HPL), laminates, tiling or glazing will not be 

permitted. Use of locally available building material should be encouraged in 

carrying out repair and renovation works. 
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6.13.2 Reconstruction: 

 

Reconstruction is defined in Section 2(k) of AMASR Act, 1958, as amended. 

Permission for reconstruction in Regulated Area is accorded as per Section 20C(2) 

of the AMASR Act, 1958, as amended, and Rule 6(IV) and Rule 7 AMASR 

(Framing of heritage Bye-laws and other functions of the Competent Authority) 

Rules, 2011. In case of any type of building or structure located in the Prohibited or 

Regulated Area of the Protected Monument or Protected Area, collapsed or 

damaged and found beyond repair due to natural calamities, the permission for 

reconstruction is accorded as per Rule 16 AMASR (Framing of heritage Bye-laws 

and other functions of the Competent Authority) Rules, 2011. The new structure or 

building as a replacement to the older building in case of reconstruction shall follow 

the same horizontal and vertical limits as per the pre-existing structure. The use of 

incongruous materials in the façade such as glazing, metal cladding, Aluminum 

Composite Panels (ACP), High Pressure Laminates (HPL), tiles, laminates will not 

be permissible. The new structure should be sympathetic and congruous with the 

heritage character of the Protected Monuments and its surrounding area. 

 

6.13.3 New Construction: 

 

6.13.3.A. Prohibited Area: 

 

As per Section 20A(4) of the AMASR Act, 1958, as amended, no new construction 

including carrying out any public work or project essential to the public or other 

construction, shall be permitted within the Prohibited Area of the Protected 

Monument. 

 

6.13.3.B. Regulated Area: 

 

Since no land-use plan/ master plan/ zoning regulations have been prepared by the 

local Authorities, the height and other building related parameters prescribed in this 

Heritage Bye-Laws will be applicable for all types of construction in the Regulated 

Area of the Protected Monument. 

 

1. Height of the new construction on the site (including mumty, parapet, water 

storage tank, machine room, HVAC unit, solar panel, rain water harvesting 

system, penthouse structures of terrace garden etc.) or any other services on 

the roof: 

 

The maximum height limit for new construction or additions/alteration to existing 

buildings shall not exceed 10.50 meters (including mumty, parapet, water storage 

tank, machine room, generator room, HVAC unit, solar panel, rainwater harvesting 

system, penthouse structures of terrace garden etc. or any other services on the 

roof). 

 

Construction of the basement may not be permitted to mitigate any adverse impact 

on the structural safety of the Monument. 
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2. Usage 

 

(i) Conversion of existing land use or conversion of land for commercial and 

industrial purposes should be discouraged as far as feasible. 

(ii) Existing agricultural fields on the northern and eastern sides of the Regulated 

Area shall be retained as far as possible. In the agricultural fields, constructions 

that fall under specified exemptions may be permitted. These permissible 

constructions on the orchards and agricultural land include construction of 

structures for dwellings and ancillary buildings for people engaged in the farm 

or structures for storage of crops, fodder, manure, agricultural tools and other 

similar facilities. 

(iii) Land pooling shall not be allowed to avoid the construction of high-rise 

buildings or group housings.  
 

3. Façade design: 
 

(i) The façade design of new construction must be minimalistic in nature, so that it 

does not overpower the monument and the overall heritage character of the 

surrounding area. The façade design should be subtle, plastered and painted in 

earthy colours (white, grey, beige, brown etc.) 

(ii) Informal extensions of shops and residences are to be restricted for all the 

buildings located within regulated area. 

(iii) Facades of all historic buildings, shop houses need to be maintained as per 

original design (series of brackets, chajjas, arched doors, windows etc.). 

(iv)  Plumbing and electrical services shall be organized and not on the exterior of 

the building. 

 

4. Roof design: 

 

(i) Use of flat roof design shall be encouraged. 

(ii) Erection of Structures, even of temporary nature, using materials such as 

aluminium, fiber glass, polycarbonate or similar materials should be discouraged 

on the roof of the building. 

(iii) All services such as large air conditioning units, rooftop water storage tanks or 

large generator sets placed on the roof to be screened off using screen walls 

(brick/cements sheets, louvers, jaalis or other such design elements). All of these 

services should be included in the maximum permissible height. 

 
 

5. Building material: 

 

Consistency in building materials and colour along all street façades of the 

monument may be maintained. Modern building materials such as aluminium 

cladding, glass bricks and any other synthetic tiles or materials should be 

discouraged for exterior finishes.  

 

Use of traditional building materials like laterite stone, clay/mud bricks, Mangalore 

tiles and timber should be encouraged. Modern materials may be used for 

construction 

provided that the traditional architectural vocabulary of the region is followed. 
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6. Color: 

 

The exterior colour should be of a neutral tone in harmony with the Protected 

Monument such as buff sandstone colour, white, beige and other earthy colours 

which do not create a harsh contrast with the protected monument and its immediate 

surroundings. 
 

7. Other Regulations: 
 

Proposal for construction of any large-scale public infrastructure project like Metro 

(underground or overhead), foot-over bridges, flyover, multi-level parking, group 

housing or any such project shall be subject to a detailed Heritage Impact 

Assessment report. 

 

6.14 Visitor facilities and amenities: 

 

Visitor facilities and amenities such as illumination, clean and functioning toilets, 

provision of clean drinking water, shade and benches for seating and proper 

signages and information boards should be considered in the vicinity of the 

Protected Monument as per feasibility. 
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CHAPTER VII 
 

Site Specific Recommendations 

 

7.1 Site specific recommendations: 

 

i) The structural integrity of the monument should be maintained by carrying out 

appropriate repairs to tackle problems like cracks and horizontal thrust on the 

walls of the baoli. 

ii) The water in the boali should be cleaned using appropriate measures and the water 

quality should be maintained afterwards. 

iii) Piezometer should be installed to determine the water level and quality of water 

in the area. Water level, water quality, ambient air quality, pore water pressure, 

uplift water pressure, seepage, crack, tilt, settlement, vibration and ground 

acceleration are a few key parameters that should be monitored. This 

comprehensive approach to monitoring and managing groundwater resources is 

vital for safeguarding water security and environmental sustainability in the 

region. 

iv) There should be continuous and long-term monitoring of the Monument to 

thoroughly assess the impacts of the natural and anthropogenic activities 

happening around the Monument.  

v) It is recommended to protect the Aquifer to mitigate the risk of groundwater 

depletion in the Monument. Initiatives should be undertaken to rejuvenate the 

aquifers through sustainable groundwater management practices. This includes 

rainwater harvesting, artificial recharge, and watershed management to enhance 

groundwater recharge rates.  

vi) It is extremely important to ensure that the ground water recharge is not disturbed 

due to concretization. The brick flooring around the baoli may be removed which 

will not only aid in ground water recharge but would also reduce the horizontal 

thrust on the walls of the baoli. 

vii) To maintain the general ecology of the area, it should be ensured that no trees are 

cut during the construction. All trees existing along the roads are to be retained 

and more planted where feasible so as to improve the visual integrity and 

environment. Trees within the plots are also to be retained to the maximum extent 

possible and the plot owners are encouraged to plant more trees of suitable 

varieties (indigenous trees with dense foliage). If cutting of trees is unavoidable, 

10 per 1 tree should be planted in the same premises. In no event trees along the 

road are to be felled or lopped without permission. It is to be ensured that the 

concrete paving and the like are so arranged that the full growth of trees in the 

areas are not hampered. 

viii)Every redevelopment project including plotted housing and group housing 

should be   subjected to a close examination of proposals supplemented with 

hydrology test reports, Geotechnical surveys, etc. 

ix) Site may also have descriptive plaques based on authentic historical narrative. 
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x) All signages within the historic precinct should be compatible and harmonious 

with the special heritage character of the Protected Monument and its immediate 

surroundings. 

xi) LED or digital signs, plastic fiber glass or any other highly reflective synthetic 

material should not be used for signages in the vicinity of the Protected 

Monument or its immediate surrounding areas. 

xii) No advertisements in the form of hoardings, bill-boards and posters will be 

permitted near the Protected Monument, especially on the boundaries of the 

monument. 

xiii) Use of Eco-Friendly vehicles for movement in the vicinity of the Protected 

Monument may be encouraged to mitigate adverse impact on the monument due 

to vehicular emissions and vibrations. 

xiv)Construction of green buildings including best practices like rainwater 

harvesting should be encouraged. 

 
 

7.2 Other Site-specific recommendations: 

 

i) Extensive publicity programmes may be conducted to increase public 

awareness about the historical and architectural significance of the Monument. 

ii) The master plan may show all monuments of national importance, prohibited 

and regulated areas. 

iii) Provisions for differently abled persons may be provided as per prescribed 

standards. 

iv) The area should be declared as Plastic and Polythene free zone. 

v) National Disaster Management Guidelines for Cultural Heritage Sites and 

Precincts may be referred at https://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/20.pdf 
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ANNEXURES 

ANNEXURE- I 

 

Survey Plan 
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ANNEXURE- II 

Notification 
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ANNEXURE- III 

Meham Development Plan 2021- Land-Use Plan, Zoning 
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ANNEXURE- IV 

Local Building Bye- Laws (as per Requirements) 

Draft Development Plan for the Controlled Area Meham 
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ANNEXURE- V 

Archival Map 
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ANNEXURE- VI 

Site Pictures of the Monument and Surroundings 
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